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Khandavaprastha and the territory to the west of the
Jamna, a very large part of which was covered with
thick jungle of which the brave warriors, so the old
monarch said, would not be afraid.
The brothers founded a new capital in their, kingdom
which they called Indraprastha, of which the remnants
are even now pointed out by the side of the modern Dehli.
The capital was soon filled with Brahmanas from all
quarters, traders who spoke different languages, arti-
ficers of every description. Slowly the capital was
also surrounded by gardens filled with mango trees
and pleasure houses. The country had to be cleared of
Its forests and the Nagas, who are unquestionably a
mythological transformation of the aboriginal people
who molested the Aryans in their peaceful settlements.
An atrocious device was adopted which has also been
transformed into the legend of the burning of the Khan*
dava forest. Agni or fire, it is stated, once appeared
before Arjuna and Krishna and requested the two war-
riors to assist him in devouring the forest which was
under the special protection of Indra or the God of rain.
Agni gave a divine bow called Gandiva to Arjuna and
he and Krishna watched while Agni devoured the forest.
Not a single animal was allowed to escape and the
fierce fire raged for fifteen days reducing the vast jungle
to ashes and destroying thousands of beasts and birds
and probably human beings. Only six are .represented
to have escaped, #/#., Takshaka Ashvasena (of whom
we shall speak again towards the end), Maya and four
sparrows whose miraculous preservation it would be
out of place to give here. This device of burning a